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Indigenous peoples Land ownership
Indigenous people are made up of any group that settles in a geographic region in which long-term historical connections are provided. These individuals and all the organizations are found in all the world’s regions. In some countries, they are called tribal peoples or ethnic minorities. Their cultural, social, and economic regions differentiate them from the other national community groups. There is a regulation of their status in different degrees by the traditional and customs that govern them and domestic and international law such as the Convention about the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries (International Labor Organization Treaty 1691) and United Nation’s Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The key United Nations bodies that address the indigenous people's issues are the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights, fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples, and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Their strength lies in internal accountability, systems provided by the local governance, self-organizing abilities, cultures locally adapted, and local knowledge. They try to protect themselves and all their resources against any threats from the external environment through engaging in different defensive and legal actions, by blockading roads to instigate governments’ dialogues and agreements, and by withdrawing (Colchester, 2011). Indigenous peoples’ environment and internal relationships are led by customary tenure-customs that are mostly recognized as authority legitimate sources by national governments. There are at least one hundred and four national constitutions with provisions that recognize and allow customary practices and thirty-two with provisions specifically on rights to one’s resources and customary land tenure. Their rights are often protected under national jurisprudence and international law. When the national law is not available to protect Indigenous peoples' rights in some cases, a legal recourse basis is provided by international law.
These individuals often live and settle on the lands that are governed by different community agreements and customary tenure. The vulnerable indigenous peoples must maintain an essential foundation and their livelihoods by formalizing land tenure rights and securing access to these natural resources. This helps them in contributing to the national, global, and local sustainable development, and in excising their economic, political, social, cultural, and civil rights (Coates,2004). The main means of Indigenous peoples’ empowerment include Legal recognition, tribal areas, domains, or territories' demarcation. Most of the time legal protection does not exist because of the development of infrastructure, weak states, agricultural land acquisition, biodiversity conservation, Global Climate Change (GCC) mitigation, agrarian reforms, inappropriate tenure instruments, an inability to effectively work with indigenous peoples from remote areas and extractive industries.
In Latin America and Africa, indigenous tenure rights have been upheld by the Regional international courts. Nomadic peoples were recognized to have rights to ancestral territories in 1975 by the International Court of Justice's Opinion on the Western Sahara landmark ruling. The Kenyan state was ruled to have violated the human rights of Endorois by the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights in 2010 by having them evicted from their tourism development ancestral lands. A laws’ compendium was recently published by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and there currently is a substantial jurisprudence that supports resource rights and indigenous land in the Americas including the African descendant communities’ rights also known as “tribal peoples. “They depend on certain landscapes and natural resources’ access for survival, to provide for their livelihoods and preserve a unique identity sense.
These people adapt to diverse livelihood strategies like nomadic herding which is combined with seasonal agriculture; fishing and gathering; slash-and-burn rotational agriculture together with forest product reliance; farming and hunting with trading activities; other complex and unique signals adapted to specific social and natural conditions. The size of the area land held under the customary regimes without the tenure official protection under the titling and stationary law is still not known but it may be as high as ninety percent in Africa, covering significant areas such as the pacific, Asia and to a lesser extent of Latin America (Coombes, 2012). Because the world's territory population estimation covers around 379 million people which is twenty percent, indigenous people cover a 1/3 of the world's life and poor a 20 years average that is less than the non-indigenous population. Adolescents' and women's Tenure rights under customary traditions are mostly limited, inhibiting the young girls’ and women’s ability to reap the tenure security benefits.
Effective participation from all the men, members, youth and women, and tenure systems’ decisions should be promoted through their local or traditional institutions, collective tenure systems cases as advised by the Voluntary Guidelines. These institutions from the local government also recognize that resource access or a specific place rights’ may be overlapping, depending on different factors such as ritual knowledge, lineage, gender, and age. Indigenous peoples’ tenure issues are increasingly linked to the global rising issues that surround GCC, natural resource management, and biodiversity conservation. Often, Indigenous peoples settle and have territories’ rights that overlap with the world’s zones remaining with high biodiversity and this does not result in its loss. The territories under indigenous peoples’ secure tenure are mostly protected better than the ones under the control of the state. GCC mitigation efforts work to make sure that there is deforestation reduction and territories controlled by indigenous people are more superior to the other protected areas hence preventing deforestation. Indigenous peoples are largely taking part in national and global fora to share their interests and competencies in and GCC mitigation and efforts of biodiversity.
Weak states may fail to protect indigenous peoples
While most of the indigenous individuals in countries with enacted policies and laws to help in correcting the post-colonial wrongs each day, conflict and other laws limit implementation. The changes are also inhibited by land administration systems, weak courts, and corruption in some other cases. The weakest zones in the State are typically found in remote regions where indigenous individuals live. They have full and strong rights to autonomous territories in extreme cases such as Colombia but cannon exercise their rights fully because of the poor security provided to the citizens and armed conflict (Hall, 2015). These autonomous territories are also larger areas’ remnants granted originally but not titles or recognized formally to Colombia’s indigenous peoples. Some areas commonly have conflicting laws such as the National Integrated Protected Area System, the Fisheries Code, the Rights Act of 1997 (IPRA) conflicts with the Mining Act of 1995 for the Indigenous Peoples in Philippine and the Forestry Code. Indigenous individuals together with their allies in India have given support to the 2006 Forest Act by using the Right to Information Act of 2005 (RTI) implementation. The 2006 Forest Act values and recognizes contested regions and remote forested territories' tribal rights and nomadic tribes' rights.
Poorly functioning land markets and some large-scale land acquisitions may threaten indigenous peoples
Indigenous peoples will lose their legal rights easily with a lack of secure tenure to water and land by a pen's stroke to natural resources. There is a prediction from the World Bank study that many indigenous peoples from the South American and Saharan African dry forests are likely to lose their lands because by 2030 it might be put into agricultural production due to the rising land demands. The indigenous rights have been conflicted in Southeast Asia due to the forested areas' oil palm plantation expansion. When indigenous individuals’ rights to their resources and land are not recorded, recognized, and enforced well, they can be evicted or dispossessed from their places (Jentoft, 2003).  Many chiefs in Africa, have signed away land rights without any consultation with their constituents. This raises an alarming issue where there is the need of building good governance to help in controlling and assisting the local people in protecting their resources and land rights. A community mapping program was supported by USAID in Indonesia and people were allowed to sign maps using their fingerprints to bind agreements with the border demarcations.
Agrarian reform can be a double-edged issue for indigenous peoples
Agrarian reform can be a high threat to the rights of indigenous people when the program used in land registration and distribution fails to take into account their preexisting rights. When poor farmers are pushed by agrarian reform into indigenous lands because of the unavailability of lands, indigenous peoples and farmers are left with no other choice other than fighting over weak rights. A lot of agricultural land in the Philippines is held by agro-industry and poor farmers are left with no land and sometimes many indigenous lands have been given titles in favor of the invading family settlers by the Agrarian Reform Department while the indigenous individuals still wait for the Ancestral Domain Certificates’ issuance. Population pressure and the expansion of infrastructure especially in South America where there is a set of interlinked canals, dams, and different routes to the Pacific. This highway crisscrosses the biodiverse, fragile, and Gran Chaco and Amazon basin indigenous lands. Brazil has however enforced roads and other development restrictions that can end up affecting the indigenous reserves. Recently, the government has supported the upriver hydroelectric dam constructed that will flood indigenous people’s communities’ lands in Xingu and displace Xipaia, Kuruaya, Juruna, Xikrín, Arara, and Kayapó from their territory.
The Tariquía Women's struggles start from the river where they go fishing to the bees that give them honey alongside nature and animals. In this struggle, women give support to their families, and children by sharing social reproduction activities while elders give them strength. They also fight for their children's future and ongoing generations. Different mechanisms of patriarchal mediation are used by women for defense, with support from state-instructed unionism, larger regional and national organizations (López-Morales, 2015). The Tariquía women struggle has the classic conceptions violence against women which defines them as victims. They have broken a record the corset of gender violence as called by Verónica Gago and re-appropriated organizational and territory forms, traying critical in a difficult and complex context under which the state has co-opted most of the union organizations. The FTC authority has been disputed by women and they have made it to placing female leaders within the local agrarian union. Today, the agrarian union local has merged with the Defense Committee but is led by a female.
Biodiversity conservation may threaten indigenous peoples’ land rights by creating or expanding protected areas
The conservation led by the state in Africa has a violating due process rights history of the local occupants, property and farms destruction, torture and extrajudicial killings and forced resettlements. The san people’s water rights in Botswana have been restricted as a way of forcing them to vacate from the Central Kalahari Game Reserve. The people won the court rights of protecting access to their resources by the government has been so slow in protecting these rights. Different fifty-nine indigenous people in Nepal occupy almost thirty-seven percent of the total population and the UN Human Rights Rapporteur’s 2009 country report noticed some violations such as extrajudicial killings in and around national parks because of conversation policies and gave a recommendation that all these policies be revised and put in place to protect the right of indigenous peoples.
There is also addressing the same type of issue in post-apartheid South Africa and other African countries. All the lessons learned from the community conservancies' development in Botswana and Namibia may be used in resource rights’ and robust land development for Ethiopian Mursi and different semi-pastoralists who are currently struggling to manage wildlife and maintain land rights. In areas where the rights of indigenous peoples are weak, the “Indigenous and Community Conserved Areas” IUCN’s new protected area category can be appropriate (Stevens,2014). Other mechanisms can also be used to help the indigenous peoples in integrating biodiversity conservation into their life plans and land use, where they have stronger rights like in Latin America and the Pacific. The collaboration of the conservation organizations and associations from the local government and Bolivian Tacana Indigenous Organization in and around Madidi National Park has built local governance capacity steadily in an environment ridden by conflicts.
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